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SUBJECT: LIBERIANS BEATEN UP 

REF: MONROVIA 2342 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT ITEM FRONT PAGED NEW YORK TIMES MAY 7 
UNDER BYLINE CHRISTOPHER WREN: QUOTE A DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
LIBERIA AND A RUTGERS UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR, ALSO FROM 
LIBERIA, WERE SET UPON AND BEATEN BY FIVE WHITE YOUTHS 
EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING BEFORE AN OFF- DUTY POLICEMAN RUSHED 
FROM HIS APARTMENT TO RESCUE THE TWO VISITORS, THE POLICE 
REPORTED. 

THE VICTIMS- WINSTON RICHARDS, 40 YEARS OLD, A DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS WHO WAS ON A MONTH- LONG DIPLO- 
MATIC ASSIGNMENT IN WASHINGTON, AND EMMETT DENNIS, 33, AN 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ZOOLOGY AT RUTGERS- WERE WALKING 
BACK TO THEIR CAR FROM A PRIVATE PARTY AT MARBLE HILL, THE 
MANHATTAN ENCLAVE OF THE BRONX, WHEN THEY WERE ATTACKED. 

THEY WERE KNOCKED DOWN, PUMMELED, GOUGED, STOMPED AND 
BEATEN WITH BELTS AND BOTTLES BY THE YOUTHS, WHO, THE 
POLICE SAID, HAD APPARENTLY BEEN DRINKING. 
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OLICE SAID, HAD APPARENTLY BEEN DRINKING. 

THE POLICE CAPTURED TWO 16- YEAR- OLDS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 
ATTACK AND HAVE SINCE TAKEN A 13- YEAR- OLD INTO CUSTODY. 
IDENTITY THEY SAY THEY KNOW. 

THE POLICE SAID THE ASSAULT TOOK PLACE ABOUT 2:20 A. M„ 

AFTER MR. DENNIS AND HIS WIFE, YEDE AND MR. RICHARDS AND 
HIS SISTER- IN LAW, FLORENCE USO, HAD LEFT THE APARTMENT OF 
A FRIEND. JESSE KING, AT 150 WEST 225 TH STREET. 

AT THE CORNER OF ADRIAN AVENUE, THEY WALKED PAST THE 
YOUTHS, WHO, ACCORDING TO MISS USO, BEGAN TO CATCALL: 
"NIGGERS, NIGGERS” 

MR. RICHARDS TURNED BACK TOWARD THEM AND THE YOUTHS 
REPORTEDLY HURLED A GARBAGE CAN AT HIM. THEN THEY JUMPED 
ON MR. RICHARDS, KNOCKED HIM DOWN AND FLAILED HIM WITH 
BOTTLES, BELT BUCKLES AND FISTS. 

" HE DIDN' T KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON," MISS USO SAID. " I SAW 
A GUY STEPPING ON HIS FACE." 

MR. DENNIS HAD WALKED AHEAD WITH HIS WIFE. HE RAN BACK TO 
HELP MR. RICHARDS, WHO WAS LYING IN THE STREET. 

TWO OF THE YOUTHS REPORTEDLY TURNED AND ASSAULTED MR. 
DENNIS, WHILE THE THREE OTHERS KEPT BEATING MR. RICHARDS. 

" WHEN THEY WERE SURE THAT WINSTON COULDN' T GET UP." MISS 
USO SAID, " THE REST OF THEM WENT FOR MR. DENNIS." 

" I WASN’ T ABLE TO DO MUCH DEFENDING," SAID MR. DENNIS, WHO 
HAD BEEN KNOCKED DOWN QUICKLY. " THEY DID QUITE A JOB ON 
ME. THEY TRIED TO PUT MY EYES OUT BY PUTTING THEIR 
FINGERS IN MY EYES." 

MRS. DENNIS RAN BACK TO MR. KING’ S APARTMENT WHILE MISS 
USO SCREAMED FOR HELP. 

" I WAS YELLING TO WAKE PEOPLE UP," MISS USO SAID, " AND ALL 
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THEY DID WAS COME TO THE WINDOWS. TWO CARS PASSED, BUT 
NOBODY STOPPED." 

ONE OF THOSE WHO CAME TO THE WINDOW WAS OFFICER JOHN CROWE 
OF THE 30 TH PRECINCT, IN UPPER MANHATTAN. WHEN HE SAW 
THE BEATINGS, HE RACED TO THE STREET IN A WHITE T- SHIRT 
AND PANTS. THE YOUTHS BEGAN BEATING HIM UP WHEN HE TRIED 
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TO BREAK UP THE FIGHT. 

OFFICER CROWE' S WIFE PHONED IN A 10-3--" POLICEMAN NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE"- CALL AND SOON PATROL CARS FROM THE 50 TH 

PRECINCT IN THE BRONX CONVERGED ON THE INTERSECTION. 

THE YOUTHS BROKE AND RAN. OFFICERS ROBERT CROOK AND 
KENNETH MALLEY CHASED AND CAUGHT ONE SUSPECT. IDENTIFIED 
AS PHILLIP BRAY, 16, OF 135 TERRACE VIEW AVENUE IN MARBLE 
HILL. 

OFFICERS MICHAEL BIALOWASZ AND ARTHUR SCHWARTZ, IN A 
SECOND SQUAD CAR, APPREHENDED ANOTHER SUSPECT. IDENTIFIED 
AS JOHN JOYCE, 16, OF 17 INTERVALE PLACE, YONKERS. 

BOTH YOUTHS AND THE 13- YEAR- OLD ARRESTED LATER WHO WAS NOT 
IDENTIFIED, WERE CHARGED WITH FIRST- DEGREE ASSAULT AND 
POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS. 

THE POLICE DROVE THE TWO VICTIMS AND THE INTERVENING 
POLICEMEN TO MONTEFIORE HOSPITAL FOR TREATMENT. MR. DENNIS 
AND OFFICER CROWE WERE TREATED FOR BRUISES AND CUTS AND 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED. 

MR. RICHARDS WAS ADMITTED FOR OBSERVATION AND TESTS. 
HOSPITAL OFFICIALS WOULD GIVE NO DETAILS, BUT EUGENIA 
STEVENSON, THE LIBERIAN- CONSUL- GENERAL IN NEW YORK, 

VISITED HIM AND LATER DESCRIBED HIS CONDITION AS SATIS- 
FACTORY THOUGH " RATHER PAINFUL." SHE SAID SHE EXPECTED 
MR. RICHARDS TO BE HOSPITALIZED FOR SEVERAL DAYS. 

" THE WORST INJURY HE RECEIVED WAS HIS RIGHT EYE, WHICH WAS 
BADLY HURT," MRS. STEVENSON SAID. " THE GANGSTERS WERE 
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TRYING TO PLUCK IT OUT." 

THE YOUTHS HAD INITIALLY BEEN IDENTIFIED BY THE POLICE AS 
BELONGING TO A STREET GANG CALLED THE HEATHENS. BUT 
DETECTIVE ROBERT SCIGLIANO, WHO IS INVESTIGATING THE CASE, 

SAID THAT " IT DEFINITELY WASN' T A GANG, JUST A PICK- UP 
GROUP OF KIDS." 

" WE COULDN’ T BLAME THE AUTHORITIES IN THIS CASE FOR WHAT 
TOOK PLACE," MRS. STEVENSON SAID, " BECAUSE THIS IS A 
COMMON OCCURRENCE IN NEW YORK." SHE CHARGED THAT SO MANY 
LIBERIAN CITIZENS HAD BEEN ASSAULTED IN NEW YORK THAT THE 
CONSULATE WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO KEEP COUNT. 
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THE ASSAULT TOOK PLACE IN A DECAYING BUT GENERALLY QUIET, 
INTEGRATED NEIGHBORHOOD JUST NORTH OF THE HARLEM RIVER. 

AMBASSADOR EDWARD PEAL, REACHED AT THE LIBERIAN CHANCERY IN 
WASHINGTON, SAID HE HAD RECEIVED CALLS EXPRESSING REGRET 
FOR THE INCIDENT FROM STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS, INCLUD- 
ING DAVID D NEWSOM, ASST SECY FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 

2. ITEM APPEARS TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY ACCURATE. DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS HAVE SPOKEN BY TELEPHONE TO RICHARDS WHO IN GOOD 
SPIRITS AND HOPES TO BE RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL AND RETURN 
TO WASHINGTON LATER IN WEEK. ROGERS 
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LIBERIA, WERE SET UPON AND BEATEN BY FIVE WHITE YOUTHS 
EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING BEFORE AN OFF- DUTY POLICEMAN RUSHED 
FROM HIS APARTMENT TO RESCUE THE TWO VISITORS, THE POLICE 
REPORTED. 

THE VICTIMS- WINSTON RICHARDS, 40 YEARS OLD, A DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS WHO WAS ON A MONTH- LONG DIPLO- 
MATIC ASSIGNMENT IN WASHINGTON, AND EMMETT DENNIS, 33, AN 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ZOOLOGY AT RUTGERS- WERE WALKING 
BACK TO THEIR CAR FROM A PRIVATE PARTY AT MARBLE HILL, THE 
MANHATTAN ENCLAVE OF THE BRONX, WHEN THEY WERE ATTACKED. 

THEY WERE KNOCKED DOWN, PUMMELED, GOUGED, STOMPED AND 
BEATEN WITH BELTS AND BOTTLES BY THE YOUTHS, WHO, THE 
POLICE SAID, HAD APPARENTLY BEEN DRINKING. 
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HAD BEEN KNOCKED DOWN QUICKLY. " THEY DID QUITE A IOB ON 
ME. THEY TRIED TO PUT MY EYES OUT BY PUTTING THEIR 
FINGERS IN MY EYES." 

MRS. DENNIS RAN BACK TO MR. KING' S APARTMENT WHILE MISS 
USO SCREAMED FOR HELP. 

" I WAS YELLING TO WAKE PEOPLE UP," MISS USO SAID. " AND ALL 
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NOBODY STOPPED." 

ONE OF THOSE WHO CAME TO THE WINDOW WAS OFFICER JOHN CROWE 
OF THE 30 TH PRECINCT, IN UPPER MANHATTAN. WHEN HE SAW 
THE BEATINGS, HE RACED TO THE STREET IN A WHITE T- SHIRT 
AND PANTS. THE YOUTHS BEGAN BEATING HIM UP WHEN HE TRIED 
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VISITED HIM AND LATER DESCRIBED HIS CONDITION AS SATIS- 
FACTORY THOUGH " RATHER PAINFUL." SHE SAID SHE EXPECTED 
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BADLY HURT," MRS. STEVENSON SAID. " THE GANGSTERS WERE 
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TRYING TO PLUCK IT OUT." 

THE YOUTHS HAD INITIALLY BEEN IDENTIFIED BY THE POLICE AS 
BELONGING TO A STREET GANG CALLED THE HEATHENS. BUT 
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